
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Transport 
 
Vocabulary and useful stuff 
Focuses on transport across land such as cars, buses and trains.    

 
Mode of transport 

Train, engine, carriage, compartment, bunk bed 

Bus, double decker, sleeper bus, minibus 

Subway, London Underground, the Tube 

Motorbike, bike, moped, electric bike, super bike 

Bicycle, bike, to cycle, tricycle 

Pillion 

Secondhand 

 

A: Hello to new students                                                                           5 minutes 
Where is your hometown? What do you do here? Are you a student or do you have a job? 

Why are you learning English? Which country do you want to go to? Introduce yourself 

very briefly.  

 

B: Brainstorm                                                                                               10 minutes 

Students take turns in brainstorming the topic and make a list on the white board. 

With each new word add some vocabulary that they may not know for example with 

‘train’ you can elicit ‘engine, carriage’ and ‘compartment’ using drawings on the white 

board.  

You can ask the class what the difference between a moped and a motorbike is. You can 

demonstrate by showing them the seating positions using a chair. Which one is the safest 

mode of transport? Why? 

 

 
C: Discussion 
 

1: Unpowered transport                                                                                    10 minutes 

Think of five modes of unpowered transport (having no engine).  

Describe them with “A bicycle is a mode of transport that…” rather than giving you a 

one word answer.  

Answer Check. 

 

2: Describe your longest journey (past tense)                                                  10 minutes 

(T17: Numbers & Quantities)   

Where was it, when and who with? How long did it take? Did you transfer? How many 

different modes of transport did you use? Why were you travelling? 



 

3: Sleeper Trains (teacher’s notes)                                                                    15 minutes 

Have you ever travelled by sleeper train? Describe your journey? Did you enjoy it? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of travelling by sleeper train? 

Answer Check 

 

4: Give advice                                                                                                     10 minutes 

If a foreigner who had never been to China before was travelling by sleeper train or bus, 

what three tips could you give them? 

Answer Check.  

 

Breaktime (5 minutes) 
 
5: Cars                                                                                                                10 minutes 

Which car would you most like to have? What statement would it make about you? 

Again, fashion doesn’t have to be about clothes.  

Example: A jeep tells people you are a tough and assertive outdoor person. Maybe you 

could say practical if you use it out of town. 

 

6: Transport of the Future (future tense)                                                         15 minutes 

Describe what transport will be like in 50 years’ time. 

Think about transport in cities, between cities and international travel. 

Emphasize that this is the future tense and ask students to give examples of usage before 

they start.   

Answer Check 

 

 
D: Role Play  
 

Buy a second hand car (printables 1)                                                               30 minutes 

An extra five minutes has been added to give the activity some breathing space and allow 

you to explain each stage. If you finish early then select something as a filler from the 

additional questions and activities.  

 

Part 1:                                                                                                               (10 minutes) 

Go through the different parts of a car with the students for example bonnet/hood, wheels, 

doors, windscreen/windshield etc… 

Draw a car on the white board or use the worksheet available in the printables and mark 

on the most useful vocabulary. At least make a list of words on the white board.  

 

Part 2:                                                                                                               (10 minutes) 

Teacher: Make it clear that they are buying a private car, not one from a show room. 

Person A: You want to buy a secondhand car. Ask this person questions about their car. 

Use the vocabulary from the list to help you. 

Person B: You want to sell your family car. Why are you selling it? What have you been 

using it for? 

 



Part 3:                                                                                                                 (5 minutes) 

Person A: You bought that car but after only two days, you realise it has a lot of 

problems. 

It is dangerous. Return to the previous owner and demand your money back. Use the 

vocabulary from the list to talk about the car’s problems. 

Person B: You have sold your car now. Think of reasons not to return the money.  

 

 

F: Drilling the vocabulary and finish    
 

 
Transport 
Teachers Notes  
 
Two wheeled transport in China 

China is sometimes referred to as the kingdom of bicycles. There are well over 1.3 billion 

Chinese people and most families have at least one. 

People often use mopeds though electric bikes are more frequent. Electric bikes have a 

battery which can be removed and recharged overnight at home. They can be seen 

everywhere in China. 

Pillion is very common with all two wheeled transport around China, though is actually 

illegal.  

 

Sleeper trains 

China is so vast that trains have sleeper compartments. They can have either six bunk 

beds and are called ‘hard sleepers’ or ‘soft sleepers’ which have four bunks and are 

therefore more expensive. 

 

Sleeper buses 

A notoriously dangerous mode of overnight transport as there are so many accidents. 

These are normally to do with driver concentration or poor roads. A bus may have more 

than one driver which work in rotation; while one drives the other sleeps. 

A sleeper bus will have three rows of stainless steel bunks, one being down the middle 

forming two aisles. 

They are the cheapest and fastest mode of overnight transport in the country. 

The best place to sleep is on the right side, middle, bottom bunk. Being on the right side 

means you miss all the oncoming traffic with their lights on full beam while you try and 

sleep.  

 

 
 
 
 



Transport 
Additional Questions and Activities 
 
1: What are the most dangerous modes of transport?                                   10 minutes 

Think of at least three. 

If it’s a small class, the teacher can ask each student and write their example on the white 

board. Students can vote for the most dangerous in the list and explain why. 

 

2: Think of five subway systems from around the world.                             10 minutes 
Which is the most impressive and why? 

 

3: When the world runs out of oil what will our transport be like?             10 minutes 

Think about transport in cities, between cities and international travel. 

Emphasize that this is future tense and ask students to give examples of usage before they 

start.  
 
4: Talk about the best bicycle you ever had (past tense)                                 10 minutes   

If a student has never had a bike before they can talk about their parents. 

This is meant to link with the roleplay below.                  

 
Roleplay 
 
New Bicycle (printables 2)                                                                                 30 minutes 

 

Part 1:                                                                                                                 (5 minutes) 

You can use the worksheet found in the printables or just draw a bike on the white board 

for this. Get the students to think of the various different parts of the bike: 

Frame, chain, pedals, handlebars, brakes, wheels, saddle 

There are some things missing from the picture: 

Lock, basket, mud-guards, lights, bell and rack behind the saddle. 

 

Part 2:                                                                                                               (10 minutes) 

Person A: You want to buy a new bike. Yours was recently stolen.  

Person B: Shop owner. Try and sell your most expensive bike including accessories.  

 

Part 3:                                                                                                                 (5 minutes) 

Person B: is now the friend. You want to borrow your friend’s bike. You really need it. 

Persuade them to lend it to you. Never give up. 

Person A: Same person as part 2. You just bought this bike. Make excuses not to lend it. 

 

 

Part 4:                                                                                                                (5 minutes) 

Person A: Same person as part 2 and 3. You lent your friend your new bike. Now you 

want it back. You really need it today. Ask for it back. 

Person B: Think of reasons not to return it. 

 



 

 

 

Parking Space                                                                                                      5 minutes 

You will need to explain to your students that in Western countries, people often have 

their own parking space outside their house. They may not own this space, but it is 

accepted that this is their area and no one else should park there. 

 

Person A: Your neighbours continually park in your parking space outside your house. 

It’s really inconvenient and annoying. Go to their house and ask them to move their car. 

Person B:  Neighbour. You have two cars. You have to park it there. Make excuses not to 

move it.  

 

Bad Driving                                                                                                          5 minutes 

(T16: Giving Directions, T21: Drink & Drugs, T61: The Law)                                              

Person A: Traffic Police. You have caught that person driving too fast across a red light. 

Your computer says this is the second time they have done this. You don’t like drivers 

who drive too fast. Give them a heavy fine. 

Person B: Driver. Make an excuse. Avoid paying the fine. 

 

Company Car (T54: The Environment)                                                            10 minutes 

Person A: Business partner. You want to buy a new company car for your business. 

You want to buy a small ‘Smart Car’ which will be cheaper and better for the 

environment. 

Person B: Business partner. Disagree with your partner. You want to buy a large BMW 

as the company car.  
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