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5.0 out of five stars 

A quality effort and very useful resource 

By mr s g briggs 24 Jan. 2017 

Verified Purchase Format: Paperback  

This book is jam-packed with info and practical material. The book deals with the 

'Intermediate' student level as an average, but the content is very malleable across 

ability levels from elementary through to uni IELTS prep. 

One can tell that Andy has simply unloaded his years of experience carefully onto 

these pages. 

Definitely remember to contact Andy so he can send you his PDF printables 

resource! It accompanies the book well and is great peace of mind to be armed with 

all this stuff, no matter who you will be teaching. He responded to my email very 

promptly. Going to have to make room for this big book in my suitcase as I return to 

China, but it's worth it! 

Very pleased overall, 5/5  

 

5.0 out of five stars 

 I cannot recommend this collection of lesson plans highly enough. 

By thomaswim 12 July. 2016  

Verified Purchase 

This review is from: Kick-Ass Lesson Plans TEFL Discussion Questions & 

Activities - China: Teacher's Book - Complete (Paperback)  
I cannot recommend this collection of lesson plans highly enough. I have taught 

English in China for over five years, and these lesson plans are absolutely spot on 

target. They provide my students with exactly what they need if you are ever asked 

to teach a course of Spoken English - topics with just the right mix of controversy 

and interest and they are always culturally appropriate. The energy builds as the 

students engage with these cleverly crafted lesson plans as does the positive 

emotional temperature. The students love the pattern - vocabulary input and brain-

storming, some relevant language focus, and then away you go, non-stop talk for the 

next hour or so. 

It is a delight to look up from talking with a pair of students on a topic which you, 

the teacher are also interested in, and glance across the room at a sea of animated 

faces. The pace never flags, there is always another wave of interest to be milked, 

another well-thought-out activity. No need to dwell on any particular activity 

because you know there will always be more to come. It is a real conversation, 

rather like the best real-life conversations where the focus and mood keeps 

changing. No time to get bored.  

I personally like to prepare a little PowerPoint presentation which introduces the 

vocabulary, then, rather than write out the discussion and role-play activity 



instructions on the board, simply write them into the PowerPoint. This frees up more 

time to go around the class monitoring and engaging with the students individually. 

I have been using this material with classes of more than 50 students and it has been 

yielding consistently satisfying results. Chinese students of English tend to be 

starved of a chance to just talk. Ask any student here and they will almost all say the 

same thing. They need to practice talking. This material provides this in ample 

dollops - lessons super-charged with endless waves of creative discussion and role-

play activities. Nothing is ever given too much seriousness - there is always a new 

activity to move on to. Highly recommended.  

 

 

5.0 out of five stars 

Brilliant book! Very thorough and comprehensive 
By J. Smith 7 Jun. 2015 

Verified Purchase. This review is from: Kick-Ass Lesson Plans TEFL Discussion 

Questions & Activities - China: Teacher's Book - Complete (Paperback)  

Brilliant book! Very thorough and comprehensive. Excellent detailed lesson plans 

which also include printable handouts/flash cards etc. The printables can also be 

downloaded separately as a complete pdf document using the contact details in 

Chapter 5, which makes it easier for reference/printing. I think this book will be 

especially useful for new TEFL teachers, but established teachers will also find it a 

useful resource book for creative lessons. 

 

 

5.0 out of five stars 

An indispensable guide for those teaching English in China 

By Jerome Jackson 19 April 2015  

Verified Purchase This review is from: Smart English - TEFL Discussion 

Questions & Activities - China: Teacher's Book Complete (First Edition) 

(Kindle Edition)  

Smart English is a fantastic tool for English teachers that really helps to engage with, 

and get the most out of, Chinese students. The attention to detail, and Smart's 

passion for his craft are particularly impressive. He shares his vast experience and 

great ideas in a clearly laid out manner that makes teaching that much easier, 

minimising preparation time and maximising efficiency. Smart demonstrates how 

teaching does not have to be a drab affair, with a sense of fun prevalent in a myriad 

of unique approaches. This book helps with with everything from setting goals, to 

time management, to boosting students' confidence, tackling bad habits, arranging 

seating plans, and everything else you could possibly think of. It really is as 

comprehensive a guide as you could wish to have, and I have little doubt English 

teachers will find it indispensable. Thank you for sharing your expertise, Mr Smart. 

 

 



4.0 out of 5 stars 

Great range of fab activities to keep my class occupied  
By Nicola 30 Aug. 2014 

Verified Purchase Format: Paperback  

Very handy material if you are teaching spoken English with lots of STT. Great 

range of fab activities to keep my class occupied from bog standard IELTS questions 

to ready to use role play print offs (hilarious). The only drawback is that this is a big 

book hence the four stars. I would have downloaded it as a kindle if I could. It would 

be good if this was available on Amazon.cn though. A refreshing approach to ESL.  

 

 

5.0 out of five stars 

Excellent book, my single best TEFL resource 

By Lizzie 12 Aug. 2014  

Verified Purchase. This review is from: Kick-Ass Lesson Plans TEFL Discussion 

Questions & Activities - China: Teacher's Book - Complete (Paperback)  

I am a TEFL teacher in Japan and found this book absolutely brilliant. Student talk 

time and interaction is very important in my lessons and this book has been a 

fantastic resource for that. Hundreds of pages of activities, role plays and 

discussions on a ton of topics suitable for a huge range of students and which I have 

found extremely useful. This is pretty much the only book I use and cannot 

recommend it highly enough! 

 

 

5.0 out of five stars 

A Great tool for teaching Chinese students!  
By Daniel Burgess 6 July 2014 

Verified Purchase. This review is from: Smart English - TEFL Discussion 

Questions & Activities - China: Teacher's Book Complete (First Edition) 

(Paperback)  
This book may not be a CELTA style PPP TTT set of lesson plans (I'm sure many 

ESL teachers know what I mean by these terms!) but teaching in China is a different 

animal, as many people with experience would tell you, I'm a person who takes his 

ESL job seriously, always looking to get the best out of my students, and I've been 

teaching in a Chinese college for 3 years, tried various books to support my lesson 

plans, some were successful, and you should always come up with your own fresh 

ideas if you can, but this book by Andy Smart has been very useful to me, it's 

absolutely suitable for Chinese students and meets their expectations and approval 

for what an English lesson should be like, many of the discussions get them really 

motivated and excited to speak, the lesson plans in this book do get the students 

talking for most of the class which is what you want, it's a book for teaching in 

China, and it works in China, trust me! You could simply use this one book for a 

year of teaching in China, although it's always best to mix it up, but I do stress that 

you will have successful classes with this book! 



Amazon.com 

 

5.0 out of five stars 

Great alternative to English textbooks written in Chinese common in China  

By MJH August 21, 2015 

Verified Purchase Format: Paperback  

I have been teaching for a year in China, but I was looking for some supplemental 

material since I will have the same class next year for oral English and we have 

already completed the school-issued textbook. As most of the textbooks in China--

English textbooks included--are written in Chinese, which can be a little difficult for 

me to read, I was overjoyed at finding Andy Smart's book tailored to the Chinese, 

while focusing on use of English. In looking through the book, I have become very 

excited to use some of these tools for the next year of teaching here in China. It is 

interesting too that some of the cultural aspects that I suspected from my first year 

teaching, Mr Smart also has observed as well and included them in some teacher 

notes throughout the book. Thus, I am certain that I can trust his insights into other 

matters relating to teaching EFL in China that I have yet to notice. His book is a fine 

piece of work, and I appreciate him sharing his experience in this way.  

 

 

5.0 out of five stars 

Very Helpful!  
By splitpants&friedrice March 27, 2015  

Verified Purchase. This review is from: Kick-Ass Lesson Plans TEFL Discussion 

Questions & Activities - China: Teacher's Book - Complete (Paperback)  
I have been teaching in China for the last 5 years. I really enjoy teaching subject 

classes to English Majors. Oral English classes are sometimes a little stressful for 

me. It's not that they are difficult, it's that it's hard for me to have a clear picture of 

where I'm going and how I'm going to get there. I am always looking for new 

resources. There are many helpful lessons you can download for free on-line, but it's 

hard to have a plan for where you are going when you use different random teaching 

materials each week. 

Kick Ass Lesson Plans gave me the direction that I needed. The lessons are all 

grouped into topics and you can walk them in an orderly fashion. 

This book has cut my prep time in half (or less). 

In general, I am a creative teacher... but it's hard for me to start from scratch. Once I 

have an idea to start with, I can easily think of how to use it in a way that fits what I 

need for my classroom. Kick Ass Lesson Plans have accomplished that for me. 

I am only 4 weeks into classes this semester and I have used lessons in this book for 

freshmen oral classes, an English corner that I facilitate during the week and Middle 

school English lessons that I teach privately on the weekends. 

There are enough questions and oral exercises in each lesson that I can pick and 

choose what works best for the class I am teaching. 

Once you buy the book, you can just email Andy Smart and he will send you a free 



pdf document for all of the printouts you will need for each lesson. 

The only improvement I think would be helpful for Kick Ass Lesson Plans would be 

to have printable vocab lists for each lesson. 

I have been telling my students our next topic in advance and having them each 

prepare a vocab list in Chinese and English for the next class. 

There IS a small list of vocabulary words at the beginning of each lesson, but it is 

not as organized or useful as I would like. 

Overall, I am pleased with this book. It's probably the best Oral English tool I have 

found so far. Due to the vocabulary list thing, I probably would have given it 4.5 

stars, but I have to admit that Mr Smart has been EXTREMELY helpful when I have 

emailed him. He is quick to reply and has offered GREAT customer service. I will 

give the full 5 stars for that! 

I hope this review is helpful to you. 

 

 

5.0 out of five stars 

Five Stars 
By Michael August 9, 2014  

Verified Purchase. This review is from: Smart English - TEFL Discussion 

Questions & Activities - China: Teacher's Book Part 1 (First Edition) (Kindle 

Edition)  
Lots of good ideas for lessons plus tips for teaching in China. 


