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Vocabulary and useful stuff 

 

Genre, fusion 

Sub-genre 

Instrument, stringed, wind, percussion 

Band, guitarist, bassist, drummer, keyboard player 

Vocalist, singer, backing vocals, duet 

Rhythm 

Lyrics 

Producer 

Miming 

 

A: Hello to new students                                                                                       5 minutes 
Where is your hometown? What do you do here? Are you a student or do you have a job? 

Why are you learning English? Which country do you want to go to? Introduce yourself very 

briefly.  

 



 
 
 
B: Brainstorm                                                                                                          10 minutes 
Each student to brainstorm on the topic. Use their ideas to start to build your vocabulary list on 

the white board. A game of hangman using one of the genres like heavy metal is also a good way 

to start the class. 

 

As in T37: Books & Literature, make sure you cover the word ‘genre’ in your introduction. 

Write the word ‘genre’ on the left hand side of the white board. Spend time explaining this word 

as it is so useful. It can be used in many other topics such as TV, films and art aswell as literature. 

Ask for an example or two and write them under the heading.  

Go over pronunciation and phonetics: / �ɑnrə / 
 

 

C: Discussion 
 

1: Think of six genres of music                                                                                     10 minutes 

Students in pairs discuss for two minutes.  

Describe two of them. 

Answer Check: Make a list of genres on the white board.  

What is the difference between rock music and rock n’roll? 

Think of three sub genres of rock music. 

 

2: Talk about a song you can remember as a child (past tense)                                 10 minutes 

Also, talk about the first song you really loved as a teenager. 

 

3: Recommend some music that you really like now                                                 10 minutes 

Why do you like it? Is it the vocalist? Maybe it’s the lyrics or their voice? How does it make you 

feel?  

 

4: Instruments                                                                                                                  5 minutes 

Teacher elicit stringed, wind instruments and percussion. 

Students should give three examples of each one. 

Make a small list on the white board.  

 

5: Choose an instrument                                                                                                 5 minutes 

If you could choose one musical instrument to start learning to play, what would it be and why?  

 

Breaktime (5 minutes) 
Draw a picture of a violin on the white board ready for Question 9.  

 
6: Musicians in a band                                                                                                    5 minutes 

Go through this with the class before discussion and write it on the board. You will need it for 

later (guitarist, bassist, drummer, keyboard player, vocalist, singer, backing vocals). 

 

7: Miming                                                                                                                       10 minutes 

What is your opinion of people who mime at a ‘live concert’ or on TV? Would you pay for a 

ticket if you knew they were going to mime? Why do people mime?  

 

 



 

 
8: Live Concert (past tense)                                                                                           10 minutes 

Talk about a live concert or show that you went to. Which band was it? When and where? Who 

did you go with? What happened? Did you enjoy it? Was it indoor or outdoor? 

 

9: How do you play the violin? (printables)                                                                 10 minutes  

Having already drawn a picture of a violin on the board, go through the various parts of one with 

the students: 

neck, body, bow, frets, tuning pegs 

You can also give them the worksheet from the printables section. Fold it over at the bottom so 

they don’t see the vocabulary right away. 

 

Use simple verbs and sequencing such as “First you hold the bow in your left hand. Then, next 

and finally” etc.  

 

This also works really well with a cello or guitar.  

 

 
E: Role Play  
 

Form a band                                                                                                                   25 minutes 

Give your students plenty of time to do this. 

Try and make each group to be three or four students.   

 

Each group is now in a band.                                                                                          (15 minutes) 

They need to elect one person to write everything down.  

1: They should decide on the name of their band. 

2: They should decide on the genre of their band. 

3: They should decide on what each member of the band does.  

     Make sure each band has a vocalist. 

4: Write the name and first line of their song.  

Answer Check each bands name. 

 

Interview                                                                                                                        (10 minutes) 

Tell the class that the vocalist in each band has now left. 

Make the vocalists all stand up. Move the vocalists to a different band. 

Person A, B & C: The remaining members of each band. 

Your vocalist just left the band. Introduce yourself and your band. 

Interview the new vocalist by asking interview questions. 

How long have they been singing?  

What’s their style? 

Have they done any concerts before? 

Why did they leave their last band? 

Person D: Vocalist. Answer all the questions. You really want to join this band. 

 

Before you finish. 

Stop the class. Tell them the new vocalist has to sing the first line of their song.  

 

 

F: Drilling the vocabulary and finish    
 


